


Ask your Pinch A Penny 
expert about the most up-to-date and 

proven safety products for 
your pool or spa.

Your Pinch A Penny experts stay informed 
about all the latest in equipment and measures 
you can take to ensure pool or spa safety.

(Everything discussed in this pamphlet is available either in store 
or via special order at your neighborhood Pinch A Penny.)

1.	 Approved Drain Covers. Current law requires all new
	 drain covers meet the ANSI/APSP-7 Standard. Make sure
	 your current drain covers meet this standard. Approved
	 drain covers are required to be embossed or permanently
	 marked in a visible location upon installation with one of the
	 following:

	 • A circle marking with a swimmer, the acronym
	 ASME and the number A112.19.8 within the
	 circle, as well as the year 2007 below the circle; or
	
	 • The words “ASME A112.19.8 2007” on the product,
	 together with a flow rating “X GPM” AND “ Life: X Years”,
	 and Manufacturer and Model.

2.   Pool Fence. Pair this removable fence with other layers for
	 ultimate protection.

3.   Safety Vac Lock. The Lock is a dedicated vacuum line inlet
	 cover that automatically snaps shut when an automatic pool
	 cleaner hose is removed. Safety Vacuum Release Systems are
	 also available to shut off the pump in case of a drastic change
	 in suction. 

4.   Safety Pool Cover. Can hide the temptation from curious
	 little eyes entirely. 

5.   Poolguard Pool Alarm. Negative Displacement Technology
	 senses entry into the pool and instantly sounds the alarm.
	 (There are many other types available.)

Drowning is the number 
one cause of death for America’s 

one to four year olds.
Pinch A Penny, the Southeast’s industry leader in pool and 
spa care, has been a proactive promoter of pool and spa 
safety since our founding in 1975. While we educate 
our consumers on what a wonderful addition a pool 
or spa can be to any household, we also stress that a 
swimming pool is 14 times more likely than a motor 
vehicle to be involved in the death of a child under 
the age of  four.   But with common sense, good 
safety rules and the proper equipment, such tragedies 
are less likely to occur.

Even the best swimmers can 
succumb to entrapment.

People can become entrapped when their hair, limb
or other part of the body gets sucked up against or into 
vacuum outlets in pools and spas and become injured 
or drown. Help prevent entrapment by installing 
an anti-entrapment type cover onto the main drain. 
These covers, when paired with safety vacuum 
release systems that shut off the pump in case of a 
drastic change in suction, are effective in preventing 
entrapment or evisceration. In addition, those with 
hair that is longer than shoulder length should wear 
swim caps at all times. We also recommend using 
a safety vacuum lock on dedicated automatic pool 
cleaner inlets.

What is the difference between active 
and passive drowning?

Active drowning victims are those who remain at the
surface for less than one minute, and may only 
struggle for as little as 20 seconds before drowning. 
These victims may be conscious, or disoriented when 
brought back to the surface. Passive drowning victims 
are those who are unconscious, have probably already 
drowned, and therefore, don’t struggle at all. Time is 
critical in either drowning scenario as it takes only 
four minutes for irreversible brain damage or death 
to occur.

Layers of protection 
that hinder a child’s progress
to the pool, as well as those 

that prevent serious injury once 
in the water, are crucial.

These include:

*	 Constant adult supervision

*	 Teaching children to swim, but never relying on
	 proficiency as a drowning prevention measure

*	 Stressing that no child or adult ever swim alone 

*	 Having a phone with you at the pool when 	
	 supervising children 

*	 Locks and alarms on all entrances to the pool,
	 including windows and doors that open onto
	 the pool area from the home

*	 Placing all lock and alarms up high, out of reach
	 of children

*	 Using a safety barrier, such as removable fencing
	 to restrict access to the pool

*	 Installing a properly fitted, American Society of 
	 Testing and Materials (ASTM)-rated pool safety
	 cover. In the absence of a safety cover, an
	 in-pool alarm could be used. (Please do not 	
	 attempt to use a solar blanket or winter cover as
	 a safety device. Solar blankets and winter covers 
	 can become drowning hazards if someone falls
	 on top.)

*	 Using perimeter awareness sensing devices to 	

	 alert you to entry into the backyard

*	 Having anti-entrapment type drain cover
	 and pump shut-off safety switch in place to
	 prevent entrapment.  

*	 If building a new pool, opt for styles that
	 eliminate a central drain and instead feature dual
	 main drain outlets or no main drain at all.

While you’re layering on the 
protection, don’t forget about 

proven life-saving tools.

These include shepherd’s crooks, life rings, CPR 
instruction placards, emergency shut-off switches 
and proper labeling on all equipment, and of course, 
having a telephone or cellular phone nearby at all 
times.

Remember, it takes 
less than a minute to drown.  

A drowning occurs quickly and often goes 
undetected until it’s too late.   If you practice 
all the safety advice presented in the brochure, 
chances are excellent that you will prevent such a 
tragedy from happening in the first place.  

For the store nearest you, call 1-800-234-1616  
or visit www.pinchapenny.com         

For more information on pool and spa safety, please visit www.swimamerica.org, 
the Association of Pool and Spa Professionals (www.theapsp.org), 

or the Centers for Disease Control (www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming).  
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IS YOUR POOL SAFE?

Have you replaced your drain cover(s) to meet the 
new ANSI/APSP-7 Standard?

Do you have a dedicated suction line for an 
automatic pool cleaner? If so, does it have a safety 
lock in case the hose pulls away from the wall 
fitting?

Does your pump have an automatic shut-off if it 
senses something blocking the suction intake?

Does your pool have a safety cover or fence that 
would prevent a child from getting into the pool 
accidentally?

Do you have any alarms that would signal if a 
door or gate to the pool area was opened without 
your knowledge? Or an alarm that would signal if 
something fell into the pool?

If you answered “No” to any of the above questions, 
you may want to find out what you would have to 
do to be able to answer “Yes”...

While Pinch A Penny is here to help, only YOU 
can make your swimming pool safe!

Pinch A Penny, 
Proactive Promoters Of

Pool And Spa Safety.

We Believe 

In Putting 

Safety First And 

Continually Reminding 

Our Customers 

Of Its Importance.

Always handle
chemicals with care.

Most all pool chemicals are designed to be stirred 
into a large quantity of water.  Never add water 
on top of a concentrated chemical. With some 
chemicals, this may cause fires, toxic fumes and 

burns can occur.  Also, never mix chemicals 
together unless instructed to do so by your

Pinch A Penny expert.  And finally, always handle 
chemicals in a well-ventilated area.

Take shelter from
the storm.

The American Red Cross advises everyone to
clear the pool and deck area at the first sound
of thunder, even under blue skies.  Lightning

can strike up to ten miles in advance of a 
thunderstorm; so don’t let the clear skies fool you. 

Spas have their own 
unique safety measures.
Much of the same due diligence concerning

pool safety also applies to spas. However, spas
do have some special safety considerations.

These include: 
	•  Using a locked safety cover when not in use 

	•  Only purchasing a spa with a dual

	     drain system to avoid hair entrapment 

	•  Knowing the location of the pump’s cut-off switch 

	•  Avoiding alcohol as it can lead to drowning 

	•  Never raising the temperature above 104º

POOL & SPA SAFETY IS
NO ACCIDENT.

Every Protective Measure 

Needs A Back-Up: 

Everything From Supervision 

To Drain Covers Come 

Into Play When Making Your 

Pool Or Spa Its Safest.
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